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SUBJECT: POLISH NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS 

1. SUMMARY: THE POLISH NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS CLOSELY 
FOLLOWED THE PATTERN OF THE LAST FEW YEARS. THIS YEAR, 
HOWEVER, THERE WAS SOMEWHAT MORE PRAISE FOR THE SOVIET 
UNION. END SUMMARY 

2. THE CELEBRATIONS CONNECTED WITH POLISH NATIONAL DAY. 
JULY 22, CLOSELY FOLLOWED THE PATTERN OF PREVIOUS 
NATIONAL DAYS DURING THE GIEREK YEARS. GIEREK, PREMIER 
JAROSZEWICZ, PRESIDENT JABLONSKI AND MOST OF THE PARTY 
LEADERSHIP TOOK PART IN A SERIES OF EVENTS BEGINNING 
WITH AN AWARD CEREMONY FOR DESERVING WORKERS 

JULY 21, FOLLOWED BY A GALA AT THE WARSAW OPERA THE SAME 
EVENING, AND ENDING WITH AN APPEARANCE BEFORE THE DELE- 
GATES TO THE NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL IN KRAKOW JULY 22. 
SATURDAY, JULY 21, WAS DECLARED A "DAY FREE FROM WORK" 
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SINCE THE OCCURENCE OF THE NATIONAL DAY ON A SUNDAY 
THIS YEAR WOULD OTHERWISE HAVE ROBBED WORKERS OF A 
HOLIDAY) AND MANY WARSAWIANS, ENIOYING A RARE WEEKEND 
OFF, CROWDED INTO THE CITY'S PARKS. 

3. THE THEME OF THE FESTIVITIES. AS IN THE LAST TWO 
YEARS .WAS A COMBINATION OF SELF-CONGRATULATION 

FOR PAST ACHIEVEMENTS AND EXHORTATIONS FOR GREATER EFFORTS 
IN THE FUTURE-PRIMARILY IN THE ECONOMIC SPHERE. NEW 
THIS YEAR, HOWEVER, WAS A SOMEWHAT GREATER EMPHASIS ON 
PRAISE FOR THE SOVIET UNION. THIS WAS ESPECIALLY MARKED 
IN TRYBUNA LUDU'S NATIONAL DAY EDITORIAL JULY 22, WHICH 
DEVOTED ITS SECOND PARAGRAPH TO RECALLING THE SOVIET 
ROLE IN THE LIBERATION OF POLAND AND PRAISING THE POLISH- 
SOVIET ALLIANCE. JAROSZEWICZ ALSO PRAISED THE SOVIETS AT 
LENGTH IN HIS SPEECH AT THE NATIONAL DAY GALA JULY 21. 

4. THE MEETING OF THE PARTY LEADERSHIP AND DELEGATES TO 

THE NATIONAL YOUTH FESTIVAL IN KRAKOW JULY 22 WAS THE OCCASION 
FOR A SPEECH BY FIRST SECRETARY GIEREK. OF INTEREST 
IN AN OTHERWISE UNREMARKABLE SPEECH WERE GIEREK'S COMMENTS 
ON THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ACTIVISTS OF POLAND S SOLE YOUTH 
ORGANIZATION DURING THE STALINIST YEARS, THE ZMP, AND HIS 
REMARK THAT THE PARTY LEADERSHIP APPROVED THE PROGRESS OF THE 
NEW FEDERATION OF SOCIALIST UNIONS OF POLISH YOUTH (FSZMP) 

-A STRONG FEDERATION OF THE FIVE EXISTING POLISH 
YOUTH GROUPS WHICH WAS CREATED LAST SPRING AND IS SEEN 
BY SOME OBSERVERS AS THE SUCCESSOR TO THE ZMP. 

5. ABSENT FROM THE RANKS OF PARTY LEADERS AT NATIONAL 
DAY CEREMONIES WAS CC SECRETARY AND POLITBURO MEMBER 
JAN SZYDLAK. SZYDLAK'S WHEREABOUTS HAVE NOT BEEN NOTED 
IN THE PRESS OF LATE, BUT THIS IS NOT UNUSUAL IN THE 
VACATION SEASON. WE HAVE HEARD NOTHING TO INDICATE HE 

IS IN DISFAVOR. 
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